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The Biochar Demonstrator Flexible Fund 
Application Form 
An electronic copy of this application together with any supplementary material must be returned to the Biochar Demonstrator via email by 6 pm on the closing date, Friday, 28th February 2025. The completed form should be returned to: info@biochardemonstrator.ac.uk (with the project manager mickella.dawkins1@nottingham.ac.uk cc’d). Applicants should complete each part of the form as fully as possible. Applications will be anonymised for blind review, with identifying details removed.  
Please submit along with: 
· A brief, 1 page CV from the Early Career Researcher (ECR) submitting the proposal (as a supporting document, the application will be assessed on merit of the proposal) 
· A brief publishable public summary, not more than 250 words 
· A brief, max. 1 page, justification of resources (JoR) document to accompany financial costings 
· A letter of support from the home institution signed by either the principal investigator or head of school. This should include a statement that 80% FEC is understood, and the remaining 20% funding is available.  
· Letters of support from any industry partners (if applicable). 
Letters of support should include:  
· the organisation’s role in and commitment to the proposed project and explain how it will contribute to the impact of the project 
· the value of any cash in-kind contributions. 
 
 
PROPOSERS DETAILS 
 
	Applicant’s Details 
	

	Full name  
	 
	

	Position held 
	 
	

	E-mail 
	 
	

	Tel. Number  
	 
	

	Are you an Early Career Researcher (ECR)? 
	YES/NO 


1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Home Institution
      
	 Details 

	Name 
	      

	Address 
	 	  	  	 
 	Postcode: 
 


2.
 
 
 
	Supporting Principal Investigator’s Details 

	Full name 
	 

	Position held 
	 

	E-mail 
	 

	Tel. number 
	 

	PI Declaration 
Please note: The home institution should be responsible for all matters in relation to an employee’s (i.e. the ECRs) contract of employment  

	Is the PI hosted at the same institution as the ECR? 
	YES/NO 

	Is the PI eligible to receive research council funding? 
	YES/NO 


3. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
	Project Details 
	

	Project Title  
(30 words maximum) 
	 

	Which research gap (as per the operational guidelines) is being addressed (delete as appropriate) 
	 
RG1 / RG2 / RG3 / RG4 

	Total funds requested 
Including VAT, 80% 
FEC 
	 


4.
 
 
 
 
 	 

	Project description, Rationale and Justification for request for Flexible Fund award  

	To include:  
· the main objective(s) 
· relevance to the Biochar Demonstrator and GGR-D programme 
· how the project aligns to one of the research gaps specified in the operational guidelines 
· any intended outputs or deliverables & the potential impact of the project 
This section of text should not exceed two sides of A4 at a minimum of font size 12. If references are supplied these are not included in the page count. Additional letters of support may be appended to the application email, please state if this is the case. 


5.
 
	Project Management 
Describe how the project will be managed, including any relevant milestones and risks? (Max 250 words) 

	 

	ECR Capabilities and Skills  
Describe relevant ECR capabilities for this project, this should be evidenced in the ECR CV. (Max 250 words) 

	 

	ECR Development & Support 
How will the supporting PI and home institution mentor and support the ECR? (Max 250 words)  

	 

	Appropriateness to this fund 
Why is this fund appropriate for this project? (Max 250 words) 

	 


 
	Project Partner Details (optional) 
	
	

	Partner name & contact info 
	
	Value of Contribution  
(Cash and In-kind) (£) 
	Description of Contribution 

	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	
	 


6. 
 
 
	Project Timeline 

	Date of submission 
	 

	Proposed start date 
	 

	Duration and FTE 
	 

	Proposed end date (Approx.)* 
	 


7. 
 
 
 
 
*Note: The project must be completed by 31st March 2026, and fully invoiced by 30th April 2026 to guarantee payment       of funds. 
COSTS 
 
	Total estimated costs  
(including VAT, 100% fEC) 
Awarded costs will be at 80% fEC 
	 
	

	Predicted Breakdown of costs (including VAT)  
These should be supported by an attached JoR document (max. 1 page).  
	

	Costs 
	Full Economic Cost (100% fEC) 
	
	80% FEC 

	Directly Incurred 
	Staff 
	 
	 
	

	
	Travel and Subsistence 
	 
	 
	

	
	Equipment 
	 
	 
	

	
	Other Costs 
	 
	 
	

	
	Subtotal 
	 
	 
	

	Directly 
Allocated 
 
	Investigators 
	 
	 
	

	
	Estates Costs 
	 
	 
	

	
	Other Directly Allocated 
	 
	 
	

	
	Subtotal 
	 
	 
	

	Indirect Costs 
	Indirect Costs 
	 
	 
	

	Total 
	 
	 
	

	Details of any additional funds acquired 
	 
	


8. 
 
 
ETHICAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
	9. 
 
 
	Are there any ethical or social issues covered by this proposal?  
	YES/NO 

	
	Does the project involve the use of animals? 
	YES/NO 

	
	If “yes” to either of the above questions, please provide further details below.  


 
SIGNATURES 
 
	ECR Applicant 

	Name 
	 

	Signature 
	 

	Date 
	 


 
	Supporting Principal Investigator 

	Name 
	 

	Signature 
	 

	Date 
	 


 
Any questions regarding this call for proposals should be emailed to mickella.dawkins1@nottingham.ac.uk 
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